[Organisation’s name and address]
Hon Mr. Andrew Fraser

Minister for Local Government, Planning and Sport

18th Floor Mineral House

41 George Street 

BRISBANE QLD, 4000
Australia

5th September 2007
Dear Hon Mr. Andrew Fraser

 AN APPEAL FROM THE [organisation]
On behalf of [ Organisation..], I would like to draw your attention to the outrageous treatment of Dr. Brian Senewiratne (BS) and his wife Kamalini Senewiratne (KS) by the Brisbane City Council (BCC) and by the decision of Magistrate Arnold in August 2007 at Brisbane’s Holland Park Magistrates’ Court to convict both of them on a criminal charge of clearing lantana (a noxious weed). This has been accompanied by the BCC formally issuing a notice to BS and KS to compulsorily acquire 26,000 sq m of their land for a paltry sum of $430,000. 

All reasonable evidence suggests that this is a gross under-valuation of BS’s land and property. All of BCC’s previous attempts (eg. vegetation protection order, environment protection order, noxious weeds clearance order, compliance notice, replanting order and a criminal charge for allegedly damaging vegetation) to mentally, physically and financially ruin BS has failed. Even so, given that BS and KS are aged 75 and 73 years respectively, you will understand the hugely and unnecessarily traumatic experience they have been subjected to by the BCC over these last 15 years. BCC’s determined efforts to unjustly and unwarrantedly harass BS and KS had even taken a more vicious twist with their instigation of a criminal prosecution against BS and KS. The sheer absurdity of both the charge and the subsequent conviction can only be understood in the context of the over 15 year determined saga by BCC to unjustly and unwarrantedly harass KS and BS. 

It’s in this context that we’re writing to seek your urgent help to restore our confidence in the Australian sense of fair play by ensuring that the charges, evidence, conviction and conduct of the case are urgently reviewed by a senior magistrate since there are grave international concerns about the gross miscarriage of justice and some serious legal issues which seem to have been not comprehended and/or blatantly disregarded by Magistrate Arnold.

We would also seek your assistance in advising Hon Mr Andrew Fraser, Minister for Local Government, Planning and Sport) to not sign the BCC’s compulsory purchase order effected against BS and KS’s land, until there has been an opportunity to fully and independently review the facts relating to this over 15 year determined saga by BCC to unjustly and unwarrantedly harass KS and BS.
[Although I am writing to you from many thousands of miles away], the above issue concerns us most dearly as BS has for over four decades been an unique Sinhalese voice speaking against the increasingly genocidal practices of the Sri Lankan government against its minority Tamils. It is also very clear that BS enjoys the tremendous support of his Brisbane medical practice patients and colleagues. We understand that he has made a major contribution not only to patient care and the training of young doctors, but has addressed the significant problems in the health service in Queensland. His tireless activity in the area of human rights abuse in Sri Lanka over the past 40 years is too well known to require elaboration. Only last year (2006), he was publicly recognised and awarded plaques of appreciation by expatriate Tamils in New York, Toronto and Brisbane. What we are looking at here is a serious injustice done to someone who has played, and continues to play, a major role in addressing the escalating violation of human rights in Sri Lanka. 

As you will appreciate, BCC’s harassment has gone on for far too long and BS’s ability to speak out against the Sri Lankan government’s genocidal policies is being increasingly compromised by BCC’s actions. Hence, we are writing to you to seek an urgent and just resolution. The urgency is to a great extent dictated by the need for action before 20 September 2007 when BS and KS have to return to the Magistrates’ Court for sentencing. We look forward to your early and favourable reply. Please note this letter has been copied to BS.

Yours sincerely
	Name
	Address
	Signature

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Copies  to:  Email addresses, please cut and paste:

Politicians:

· Mayor. Cr.Campbell Newman<LORDMAYOR@brisbane.qld.gov.au> 
· Deputy Mayor. Cr  David Hinchcliffe<central.ward@ecn.net.au>
· Hon Peter Beattie MP  Premier of Queensland< premiers@ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
· Hon Jeff Seeney, MP  Leader of the Opposition <leader@opposition.qld.gov.au> 
· Hon Dr Bruce Flegg, MP, Deputy Leader of the Queensland Opposition <moggill@parliament.qld.gov.au>
· Deputy Premier Anna Bligh<deputypremier@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
· Hon Mr. Andrew Fraser, Minister for Local Government, Planning and Sport

      lgps@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
Legal Officials

· Hon. Kerry Shine MP, Attorney General and Minister of Justice 'attorney@ministerial.qld.gov.au'

· Chief Magistrate  Irwin<courthouse.brisbane@justice.qld.gov.au>
· Queensland Law Society Ms Megan Mahon and Mr. Peter Carne BA, LLB, FAIC

      President and Chief Executive Officer (respectively) <info@qls.com.au>
· Queensland Bar Assoc  Hugh Fraser QC and Mr. Dan O’Connor 

      The President and The Chief Executive (respectively)

      <president@qldbar.asa.com> <chiefexec@qldbar.asa.com>
· Julian Burnside QC, President, Liberty Victorian Council for Civil Rights 'info@libertyvictoria.org.au'

Media Reps

· Tracy Grimshaw – Channel 9.host:“A Current Affair”< aca@nine.com.au> 
· Ross Coulthart – Channel 9 Sunday program<rcoulthart@nine.com.au> 
· David McEvoy – Channel 7 < DAVID_MCEVOY@btqpo.ccmail.compuserve.com> 
· Cathy Border - Channel 10<cborder@networkten.com.au> 
· Kerry O’Brien  Australian Broadcasting Corporation<o’brien@abc.net.au> 
· Steve Austin ABC Radio<austin.stephen@abc.net.au> 
· David Fagan, Editor Courier Mail<fagand@qnp.newsltd.com.au> 
· Liz Deegan, Editor Sunday Mail<deegane@qnp.newsltd.com.au>   
· Mick O’Donnell, 60 Minutes, Channel Nine 'MODonnell@nine.com.au' 
· Ms Ranee Viellaris, The Courier Mail 'viellarisr@qnp.newsltd.com.au'
NB. Please also send a copy of your letter to:

· Dr Brian and Mrs Kamalini Senewiratne briansen@bigpond.net.au 

· Tamil Writers Guild info@tamilwritersguild.com 
